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The Giver Comprehension Questions
	Directions:  Answer the following questions as you read.  All answers should be in complete sentences and written neatly on your own sheet of paper.  Questions are due on quiz/test days.  Refer to your reading calendar for exact dates.


Chapter 1:
1. Describe Jonas’ family’s evening ritual.
2. List all the reasons that a community member can be released.

3. What is the rule about family units?
Chapter 2:
1. When do new children turn One?

2. How do family units get a second new child?
3. What happens to the Nines at the Ceremony?

4. Who is The Receiver? 

Chapter 3:
1. What do Gabriel and Jonas have in common?

2. Describe the life of a Birthmother.

3. What happens to Jonas as a result of his decision to take an apple?

Chapter 4:
1. Why does Jonas have no idea about what his assignment will be?

2. What tasks do Jonas, Asher, and Fiona perform?

3. What is the rule about nakedness?

4. What happens at a release of the Old? 

Chapter 5:
1. Describe Jonas’ dream.

2. What explanation does Jonas’ mother give him about the dream?

3. What is the treatment for Stirrings? 
Chapter 6:
1. Where do released members go?

2. Describe the Ceremony of Loss.

3. Describe the Murmur-of-Replacement Ceremony.

4. How are spouses chosen?

Chapter 7:
1. Why would Asher have been a poor Instructor of Threes?

2. Describe the discipline methods for Threes.

3. What is Asher’s assignment?

4. What is Fiona’s assignment? 

Chapter 8:
1. Why isn’t Jonas assigned?

2. How does the committee select a Receiver?

3. What are the qualities The Receiver must have? 

Chapter 9:
1. How does the selection make Jonas feel? Why is this an unusual feeling for him?

2. What happened to the previous selection?

3. What are Jonas’ rules? How does he react to each of them?

Chapter 10:
1. Why does the attendant’s behavior surprise Jonas?

2. What was the explanation for the locks? Why are they unusual?

3. Describe The Receiver. 
Chapter 11:
1. Describe how the memory is given to Jonas.

2. What happens to The Receiver’s memory when he gives it to Jonas?

3. What is the first painful memory Jonas receives?

4. What does the old Receiver of Memory tell Jonas to call him? 

Chapter 12:
1. What does Jonas dream about?

2. How are the Old punished?

3. Why do the faces change for Jonas at the Ceremony? 

Chapter 13:
1. Why does Jonas think lack of color is “unfair”?

2. What memory does Jonas receive?

3. What happened when the previous Receiver-in-training failed? 

 Chapter 14:
1. How is the new memory of a sled ride different?

2. Why does Jonas feel lonely that evening?

3. What release is Jonas’ father preparing for?

4. What happens to Larissa?

Chapter 15:
1. What memory does The Giver give Jonas? 

Chapter 16:
1. What does Jonas learn from the birthday memory?

2. Which memory is The Giver’s favorite?

3. What new words, concepts or emotions does Jonas learn in this memory?

4. What do Jonas’ parents tell him when he asks if they love him?

Chapter 17:
1. How does Jonas feel now about the ritual of family members telling their feelings?

2. What are Asher and the other children playing?

3. Why does Father bring home a discipline wand now?

4. What does Father say will happen at the release of the twin? 
Chapter 18:
1. What painful memories did The Giver give to Rosemary?

2. What happened to the previous Receiver-to-be?

3. Why was Rosemary’s failure a disaster?

4. What would occur if something happened to Jonas after one year of training? 

Chapter 19:
1. How is Jonas able to watch the twin’s release after it happened?

2. Describe the twin’s release.

3. Describe Father’s attitude about the release.

Chapter 20:
1. What does The Giver identify as the worst part of keeping the memories?

2. Why does The Giver need to stay in the community?

3. What is the plan that Jonas and The Giver have created? 

Chapter 21:
1. How does Jonas get Gabe to sleep?

2. What was the routine during Jonas and Gabe’s journey?

3. Why does Jonas give Gabe memories of snow when the planes fly overhead? 

Chapter 22:
1. What evidence do you have that Jonas is near Elsewhere?

2. What is the “plane” that Gabe sees?

3. What is Jonas’ biggest fear?

4. What is Jonas’ feeling at the end of the chapter? 
Chapter 23:
1. What memory does Jonas give Gabe? Why?

2. What is waiting at the top of the hill?

3. What do you think happens to Gabe and Jonas at the end?

